
 
 

Chiapas Today 
 

By Fr. Martin de Porres Walsh OP 
 

n January 1, 1994, all of 
the world awoke to hear 
the news of a violent 

war that had broken out in the 
Mexican state of Chiapas 
between the Zapatista 
Revolutionaries and the 
Mexican Army.  When our 
Western Dominican Province 
Missionaries, Father Joseph 
Asturias, O.P., Father Vincent 
Foerstler,  O.P.,   and     Brother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raymond Bertheaux, O.P. 
arrived in Ocosingo, Chiapas in 
1963 to begin our Mission 
there, they took charge of the 
largest Catholic parish in the 
world among the poorest and 
most oppressed people of 
Mexico: the Tzeltal Indians.   
 
Centuries of oppression came to 
a head with the Zapatista 
Revolution. Some of the 
greatest conflict took place in 
Ocosingo during the uprising.  
The public marketplace was the 
scene of bloodshed and 
violence. Today the Indians 
barter and sell in peace and 
tranquility.   
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 The public market in Ocosingo: peaceful and calm 13 years after the revolution. 
 

 Fr. Joel Vega crosses the Jatate River to bring the Gospel to isolated communities. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

uch of the credit for 
the degree of 
reconciliation that has 

taken place belongs to the 
Mexican Dominican Friars who 
minister there: Father Joel 
Vega, O.P., Father Nelson 
Xelhuantzl, O.P., and Brother 
Jorge Gonzalez, O.P.  They 
minister there with a team of 
dedicated Dominican Sisters. 
 
 
 
Over the past 44 years your 
support of our Dominican 
Mission in Ocosingo has 
enabled the Friars of the 
Western Dominican Province 
and the Mexican Dominican 
Province to bring hope to the 
Tzeltal people.   
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Father Nelson 
Xelhuantzl, O.P.  

on his day of 
ordination in 

Ocosingo back 
in 1999. 

Brother Jorge Gonzalez, O.P. with 
the Tzeltal Indians to whom he has 

dedicated his life to serve. 
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n my many memories of 
arriving in Ocosingo in 
1968 to minister as a newly 

ordained deacon was the 
incredible problem of 
transportation through the 
mountains and jungles to serve 
the 1,000 indigenous 
communities of the parish.  I 
can remember traveling with 
our legendary Dominican 
Missionary, Father Vincent 
Foerstler, for days through the 
muddy jungle trails on 
horseback.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recently, thanks to your 
generous support of our 
Missionaries, the Mission 
Office was able to buy a brand 
new four-wheel drive pickup 
truck for the Ocosingo Mission 
Team.  As the Missionaries go 
through      the     jungles      and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
mountains to carry out a 
ministry of preaching, teaching, 
and healing, you can be sure 
that you will be remembered in 
their prayers of gratitude and 
the prayers of those whom they 
are serving. 
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Father Martin Walsh, O.P. in 1968 as 
he began his ministry in Ocosingo. 

The new four-wheel drive vehicle 
bought through your generosity.  
Pictured left to right: Fr. Martin, 
Sr. Juana, Fr. Joel, Sr. Gabriela, 

Fr. Nelson, and three 
seminarians from Mexicali on a 
Chiapas Mission experience --  

 Noel Calderon, Ricardo 
Frausto, and Luis Ortiz. 

In San Jacinto Church  in Ocosingo, a dedicated catechist gives 
instruction to youth preparing to receive the sacrament of confirmation.  

Some years there are over 4,000 confirmations in the parish. 
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November 3 is the 
Feast of St. Martin de 
Porres. 
 
Fr. Joseph Asturias, O.P., our 
long-time and saintly director 
of the Dominican Mission 
Foundation, had a special 
devotion to St. Martin and 
considered him to be the 
patron saint of our Missions.  
On November 1, 2, and 3 a 
Triduum of Masses will be 
offered at St. Dominic’s 
Church in San Francisco 
invoking St. Martin’s 
intercession for all of your 
needs.  We invite you to join us 
in prayer by reciting the 
following Triduum prayers. 
 
Also, November is the month 
for us to remember our loved 
ones who have died.  If you 
have sent to us the names of 
your deceased loved ones, they 
are being remembered this 
month at St. Dominic’s Church 
in San Francisco.   
 

 
If you would like to remember 
our missionary work in your 

will, our legal title is: 
 

 
 

Province of the Holy Name Inc 
Dominican Mission Fndt. 

2506 Pine Street 
P.O. Box 15367 

San Francisco, CA 94115-0367 
 

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. 
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Closing Prayer: Dear St. Martin, I turn to you in my sorrow and 
anxiety to seek your friendly protection.  Please intercede for me with 
our merciful Father in heaven so that I may be truly sorry for all my 
sins and be freed from the evils that shackle me.  Ask that I might 
have something of your spirit of love and self-sacrifice, and so be at 
all times reconciled to God’s holy will.  Oh heavenly Father, in the 
name of your Son and of His blessed Mother, and by the merits of 
your faithful servant Martin, help me in my trouble and do not 
forsake me.  Amen. 
 
Second Day: St. Martin, we praise God for the manifestation of His 
love.  The favors you received from God encourage us now to seek 
your intercession and help.  We ask you most humbly to befriend and 
assist us from your place in heaven; but most of all, we beg you to 
commend us to our beloved Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
(Petitions, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Closing Prayer.) 
 
Third Day:  Brother Martin, when you were here on earth, you spent 
your life loving God and your neighbor.  This we know from the 
testimony of your own Dominican brethren.  Now that you live in the 
presence of God in paradise, intercede for those who stand so much 
in need of the healing help of God and beg the Divine Physician to 
give us health of the soul and body.  Amen. 
 
(Petitions, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Closing Prayer.) 
 
 

First Day: St. Martin, you 
always had sympathy for the 
poor and those who were 
suffering.  I need your help and 
now ask for it with great 
confidence in your goodness 
and power.  Please remember 
me, as you adore God.  Amen.  
 

 
(Mention your petitions, 
followed by the Our Father, 
Hail Mary, Glory Be and 
Closing Prayer.) 

 

St. Martin de Porres Triduum 

 

 


