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The Feast of St. Dominic, August 8, 2007

San Cristobal de Las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico

Dear Mission Friends:

In our enthusiasm for the great celebration, | think that wehle¢ t
procession on a much longer route than was intended by our
Dominican Brothers as we wandered with three choirs and a host
of St. Dominic devotees through the midst of startled tourists.

Fr Yoshio & Fr Martin as the procession in honor dt. Dominic leaves Santo Domingo Chut
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Children of the Chamula Village of Tres Cruces.

his devotion In San
Cristobal to St.
Dominic reminds us

of the long tradition of
Dominicans  serving the
Indians of Chiapas and

struggling for social justice
going back to 1554 when the
Dominican, Bartolome de
Las Casas, arrived in San
Cristobal to be its first
bishop.

Today every child in every
primary school in Mexico

studies in Mexican History

class how Friar Bartolome

de Las Casas and the early
Dominicans in  Chiapas
were known as THE

DEFENDERS OF THE

INDIANS.

Chiapas in our own time is
the poorest state in the
Mexican Republic.
According to the writer, John
Womack, Jr. in 1994, in the
region of Chiapas where our
Dominican Missionaries
serve:

“Over 40 percent aged 15
and older had no schooling,
56 percent of those 15 and
older could not read or
write, probably  two-thirds
of the homes, (crowded, dirt-
floor shacks) had no
electricity, drinking water, or
drainage, and almost 70
percent of working people
made less than the
(Mexican) minimum wage.”
(Rebellion in __ Chiapas
page 11.)

October 2007

San Cristobal live the

Chamula Indians, an
indigenous people speaking
the Tzotzil language. In
January 2004, Fr. Michael
Hurley, O.P. and | had a brief
glimpse into some of the
oppression and injustice that
exists in the state of Chiapas
today. Fr. Roberto Alvarez,
O.P. took us up in the
mountains to the little
village of Tres Cruces to
celebrate a Mass marking
the first anniversary of an
attack on the village that
resulted in the massacre of
several villagers, the false
imprisonment of others,
and the destruction of the

I n the mountains above

Catholic chapel. Local
political bosses had
previously expelled the

Catholic children from the
village school and cut off
the water supply for the
Catholic families.

According to our long-time
Chiapas  missionary, Fr.
Miguel Rolland, O.P., the
local politicians seek to
control political power and
persecute  Catholics and
evangelical Protestants alike.

In 1989 Bishop Samuel
Ruiz and the Dominican
Friars working with the
Diocese of San Cristobal,
saw a need to formalize a
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commitment to defend the
indigenous people of the
region and to promote their
human rights. As a result,
the Fray Bartolome de Las
Casas Center for Human
Rights was founded. Fr.
Yoshio is here in Chiapas

Fr. Yoshio
and Fr.
Martin

with

Blanca
Martinez
Bustos at
the Fray

studying social justice in the Bartolome

region and so yesterday ‘gfaggg
before our procession iN .qierfor
honor of St. Dominic, we  Human
spent the afternoon visiting Rights.

the Center, known by its
acronym FRAYBA,
interviewing its  dynamic
Director, Blanca Martinez

Bustos. The Center works in
two fundamental areas: 1)
Legal Assistance, and 2)
Education.

Providing legal assistance
for those presenting
complaints of violations:

According to an estimate
compiled by the Center, as
many as 20,000 Chamulas
have been expelled from
villages such as Tres Cruces.
Many of these displaced
families cluster around the
edges of the city of San
Cristobal. In most cases the
expulsions are accompanied

Fr. Roberto
Alvarez,
O.P., the
pastor of

Santo
Domingo
Church in

San
Cristobal,
celebrating
Mass in a
Chamula
Village.
Note the
heavy use of
incense.

by violence and dissidents are
beaten or jailed and their
homes and crops are burned.

Education through work-
shops on__human__rights:
This involves explaining to
the public the forms of
abuses that are taking place
and then denouncing the
human rights violations to the
proper authorities and
pressuring them to take
action.

Let us pray that through
the ministries of our
Dominican Missionaries
among the displaced
families and the labors of
the staff of FRAYBA that
justice may someday be
realized in Chiapas.

In Christ’s Peace,
Fr. Martin Walsh, O.P.
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If you would like to remember St. Martin de Porres Triduum
our missionary work in your
will, our legal title is: First Day: St. Martin, you alway
had sympathy for the poor a
those who were suffering. | ne
your help and now ask for it wi
great confidence in your goodne
Province of the Holy Name Ing and power. Please remember |
Dominican Mission as you adore God. Amen.
Foundation
2506 Pine Street (Mention your petitions, followed
P.O. Box 15367 by the Our Father, Hail Mary,
San Francisco, CA 94115-036} Glory Be and Closing Prayer.)
We are a 501(c)3 non-profit St. Martin de Porres icon
organization. bv Fr. Kieran Healv. O.F

Closing Prayer: Dear St. Martin, | turn to you in my sorrow ard
anxiety to seek your friendly protection. Please intercede fawithe

our merciful Father in heaven so that | may be truly sorry foral

sins and be freed from the evils that shackle me. Ask that | fnight
have something of your spirit of love and self-sacrifice, and so be at
all times reconciled to God’s holy will. Oh heavenly Father, infthe
name of your Son and of His blessed Mother, and by the merts of
your faithful servant Martin, help me in my trouble and do hot
forsake me. Amen.

Second Day:St. Martin, we praise God for the manifestation of His
love. The favors you received from God encourage us now tc seel
your intercession and help. We ask you most humbly to befrienfl anc
assist us from your place in heaven; but most of all, we beg ypu to
commend us to our beloved Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

(Petitions, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Closing Prayer.)

your life loving God and your neighbor. This we know from the
testimony of your own Dominican brethren. Now that you live irf the
presence of God in paradise, intercede for those who stand so muct
in need of the healing help of God and beg the Divine Physici¢n to
give us health of the soul and body. Amen.

(Petitions, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Closing Prayer.)




