
 
 

From the 
Director… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mission Friends: 
 

n our newsletter of 
November 1966, the 
black and white 

photograph to the right 
appeared with the following 
caption:    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In those days, our little San 
Carlos Hospital was in its 
beginning phase.  Through 
the years, with your generous 
donations, we have been able 
to develop our medical 
ministry to the poorest people 
of the Mexican Republic, the 
Tzeltal Indians of Chiapas.   
 
Now, 41 years later, Fr. John 
Adams, O.P.  shares  with  us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
this description of the modern 
San Carlos Hospital under 
the direction of the Mexican 
Province of the Daughters of 
Charity of St.  Vincent  de  
Paul.    Your loving 
generosity continues to 
sustain our Dominican 
Mission in Chiapas. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
 

Fr Martin de Porres Walsh OP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
The mother of this child 
died quietly one day in her 
mud home somewhere near 
Ocosingo.  There was 
nothing that could be done 
to help her at the mission.  
She was brought in 
strapped  to  her husband’s 

 

back.  Each day her children came to see her and constantly her husband was with her and always he 
asked if she would get better.  Medicines were tried but with no doctor available who could tell what 
she had.  Then, when the news was told to the husband, he carefully wrapped her up in soft blankets, 
strapped her on his back again, and walked back to his house several miles away. 
 

 



 
 
 

Hospitalidad, 
Salud & 
Compasión 
Hospital San Carlos: 
A Place of Hope & Healing 
 

By Fr. John Adams, O.P. 
 

hey come from 
everywhere, arriving in 
the middle of the night 

and in the heat of midday.  They 
come from as far away as the 
Guatemalan border.  They pass 
through roadless valleys, over 
mountain ranges, across rivers, 
and through the verdant jungles 
of Oaxaca.  They travel by foot 
and by mule.  They come 
carried on the backs of others 
and loaded on the back of 
pickup trucks.  They come from 
pueblos with names such as 
Villa Hermosa, Pico de Oro, 
Tenocique, Diaz de Abril, 
Palenque and Sibaquil.    
  
They come because they are 
suffering  various  illnesses  and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
are in need of healthcare.  They 
are the elderly whose bodies are 
fragile and worn from years of 
relentless labor.  They are 
babies with cleft palates and 
children suffering from 
tuberculosis.  They are 
teenagers with rotting teeth and 
mothers with complicated 
pregnancies.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hey are the indigenous 
people of Chiapas, a 
state where their 

ancestors have lived for 
millennia.  They are the humble 
and sturdy campesinos 
(farmers), living subsistently by 
growing coffee, corn, squash, 
bananas, sugarcane, and limes.  
They take their produce to the 
market, where their earnings are 
totally dependent upon the 
whims and decisions of others.  
They have no control over the 
market economy.  They work 
hard and long each day.  
Tomorrow is not guaranteed, 
and access to healthcare is 
minimal and remote.  
 
They come to Hospital San 
Carlos in Altamirano, Chiapas, 
because they’ve heard about the 
Sisters and staff who will 
receive them with dignity and 
welcome them as family.   They 
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Patiently waiting:  The patients and their families wait for their names to be called. 

At the entry of 
the patients’ 

quarters,   
three of the 
Sisters of 

Charity: Sr. 
Juleta Sanchez, 
a pediatrician; 

Sr. Amalia 
Guzman, a social 

worker and a 
native of 

Altamirano; and 
Sr. Ana Maria 

Baca, an 
anesthesiologist. 
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come because they’ve heard the 
good news that there exists a 
place of hope and healing.  And 
so, they come flocking to this 
lighthouse, this “city upon a 
hill.” 
 

t had been almost 30 years 
since I was last in 
Altamirano.  As a young 

Dominican student, I spent part 
of a summer in Chiapas, along 
with Frs. Allen Duston and 
David Bello.  How the town has  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
grown since then!  Now, they 
have paved roads, even 
sidewalks in sections of town.  
But especially – most 
extraordinarily – they have a 
new hospital to replace the 
older, more cramped and 
primitive one.  Hospital San 
Carlos is not merely a new 
hospital with state-of-the-art 
equipment and more beds.  It is 
a hospital designed to be 
familiar and welcoming to the 
patients and their families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
When the sick first enter 
through its doors, they are 
greeted by a lovely statue 
(pictured below) of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, whose maternal 
care is personified by the 
Daughters of Charity.  The 
interior walkways are shaped to 
look like natural paths through 
the forest or jungle.  The 
courtyard includes a garden 
containing a lagoon with 
various plants that commonly 
grow in the mountains of 
Chiapas.  The signs are printed 
in both Tzeltal and Spanish, 
with illustrations of characters 
in native dress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In speaking with some of the 
medical and other volunteers 
who come from Europe, 
Canada, the United States, and 
Mexico, I was struck by how 
grateful they were to be part of 
this outreach to the people of 
Chiapas.  They were eager to 
tell me of how  the  Sisters  (and 
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Sister Juleta 
Sanchez, who 

is also a 
pediatrician, 

caring for one 
of the infants 

in the 
Intensive Care 

Unit.  This 
baby was born 

almost two 
months 

premature. 

 

Inner 
courtyard of 
Hospital San 

Carlos: 
Siblings 
Emerilda 

and Ernesto 
are eager to 
have their 

photo taken.  
Notice how 
the walkway 
is designed 

to look like a 
natural path 
through the 

jungle. 
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Dominican Friars who come 
from Ocosingo to offer Mass 
and Anointing of the Sick), 
have created an ambience where 
the working conditions, morale, 
and spirit of hospitality are 
exceptional.   
 
“This is what ALL hospitals 
should be like,” one physician 
said.  Quite so.  In fact, Hospital 
San Carlos (HSC) could stand 
for “Hospitalidad, Salud 
(health), and Compasión.” 
  
While there, I met a patient 
named Alberto from San 
Jacinto Lacanjá Teltzan, a 
small pueblo located near the 
Guatemalan border.  He and his 
family are poor campesinos 
who grow maize, frijoles, and 
chiles to sell for a meager 
profit.  Alberto arrived in a 
truck-for-hire with his devoted 
son, Alejandro.  His wife could 
not accompany them on the 
long, arduous journey because 
they lacked the funds for an 
additional fare.  Alberto suffers 
from  chronic  inflammation   in 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the knees to the point where he 
was unable to walk, the cause of 
which is probably due to 
working 12-15 hours per day in 
the fields.  Now, he is getting 
medical care and is on the road  
to    recovery.     He    told    me,   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
through a translator, how happy 
he was to have found Hospital 
San Carlos and a doctor who 
will heal him.  Alberto is just 
one of the many “success 
stories” to come out of Hospital 
San Carlos, where there will 
always be room for one more 
patient and lodging for the 
family.   
 
When I departed Altamirano, I 
left a piece of my heart and  
carried back a sense of gratitude 
and hope amidst much poverty 
and suffering.  With the 
continued generosity of donors 
and medical volunteers, the 
newly built Hospital San Carlos 
will be a center of healing with 
dignity and compassion for 
generations to come.  Truly a 
“light shining in the darkness.”  

 
  

 

The dental clinic at 
HSC is a tight fit, 

but all the 
necessary modern 
tools & equipment 
are provided.  Dr. 
David, a dentist 

from Bellingham, 
WA, pictured with 

his assistant 
Carolyn, an R.N. 

also from 
Bellingham, who 

traveled to Chiapas 
with her husband 
John, a physician. 

 

Dr. John and 
assistant Adam 

from 
Bellingham, 
WA, pictured 
with Alberto 
who  suffered 
from chronic 

infection in his 
knees.   He 
was brought 

here by his son 
Alejandro, also 

pictured. 

July 2007 Mission Appeals 
 

Please come out to one of the weekend Masses if you are in the area. 
 

July 14/15    July 28/29 
St. Finn Barr Church  St Mary of the Assumption Church 
San Francisco, California  Park City, Utah 
Preaching: Fr. Martin Walsh, OP Preaching: Fr. Vincent Lopez, OP 
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