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HOpe the work | am

doing in the former Soviet
Surviving Communism Union, what | talk about is
the work. And this seems
perfectly normal. To begin
with, it is interesting work in
a fascinating part of the
world that for so many years
was closed to us: locked
away behind a wall, guarded
by the largest army in the
world. And what people want
to hear about is how the faith
By Fr. David O’Rourke, O.P. SurVived, where it d|d, under
Vilnius, Lithuania such terrible conditions.

Springtime in
Lithuania...

A typical
country home
in Lithuania
near the
Belarus
border. The
young boy in
the picture is
the son of the
director of the
Family Life
Center for the
Archdiocese
of Vilnius.
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Fr. Ken Gumbert, O.P. and Fr. David O'Rourke, O.P. were privilegemn
interview Lithuanian President Vielas Adamkus (center) for their documenta
“Red Terror on the Amber Coast.” They were in Lithuania riing their
interviews with deportees to Siberiatave laborers in the forests and mines
far-eastern Russia; men and women imprisoned by the KGBtheir own
prisons; members of the Partizanai resistance to the Sowéddedver; and
women and children deported to the shore of the Laptev Sea onAtwic
Ocean and left there to die ... and most did. President Adamkus was amor
government leaders, hisrians, and the resource staff of the National Archiv
who have been helping so fully with the documentaryhis photo was take
after their interview, which took place in the garden of the Presidentialdeal.

But this time | want to talk
about the worker, not the
work. And | want to do this
so that | can describe how
this work in such a different
place has been a support to
me both personally and
spiritually. To begin with it
has taken me out of the
comfortable world in which |
grew up, where everything is
familiar and easy, where all
my reactions were formed.
And it has set me down in a
place where everything -
from the history and the
language, to the culture and
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the ways people do things —
is completely different. And

the differences are very
concrete, affecting the way
you do the everyday things of
life.

Let me give a few examples.
When | first began working,
which was as a volunteer, in
the Family Center of the
Archdiocese of Vilnius, the
director who understood
Americans sat me down and
gave me the number one
lesson for Church work.
“Remember,” she said, “we
lived under the KGB for 50
years. You are volunteering
to help. We have no
tradition of volunteering
here ...none. Because what
you call volunteering the
KGB called counter-
revolutionary activity. And
you, and anyone working
with you, ended up in
Siberia.”
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And then she went on to
explain that during the 50
years of Stalinist terror,
killings, imprisonments, and
deportations to slave labor
camps, people survived by
learning not to ask questions,
not to share information, not
to say what they think or
even to show it on their faces.

hen you have
always been in the
right places at the

right times and have had all
the breaks as | have had, it
Is very sobering and very
humbling to live and work
among people who have
been in all the wrong places
at the wrong times and have
had none of the breaks. And
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The Soviets
left our
Dominican
Church of
the Holy
Apostles St.
Philip and St.
James in
Lithuania in
terrible
disrepair.
The process
of restoring
this beautiful
church was
long and
arduous, but
rewarding, as
you can see
from these
photos.

for me the experience is
more than sobering or
humbling. It has been
religiously enriching. In all

honesty, keeping a religious
focus in my life does not
come naturally to me. If |

Lithuanian
deportees
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were to try to keep that focus
it would probably prove too

great an effort to accomplish
all on my own. So living and

working among good people
whose religious sense has
been earned at such a high
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price does it for me. Simply
being with them provides me
with a strength | would not
come up with all by myself.

Part of it, | think, is that their

religious sense is such a
marvel of survival. For

several years now, as part of
a documentary | am making,
| have also been interviewing
survivors of years in Siberia,
in Soviet prisons, and in the
Soviet slave labor camps and
mines in far eastern Asia

For so many of these

Survivors, the simplest

aspects of their Catholic

faith anchored the hopes

that kept them going, kept

them alive where most

people died. Somehow they
survived where hundreds of

thousands did not.

that survival. You do not

try to fit something so
profound into your own
trivial categories. You take it
at its own face value knowing
that what they went through
would reduce any questions |
might have to irrelevance.
But what | do know is that
their faith and survival and
goodness provide an anchor
for me, and that | am, once
again, so lucky to be in the
right place at the right time
when | can benefit from it so
much.

I do not try to understand
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Prayer to St. Martin de Porres
Patron of the Dominican Missions

Brother Martin when you wert
here on earth, you spent yol
life loving God and you
neighbor. Now that you live ii
the presence of God in paradi
intercede for those who stand
much in need of the heatg
help of God and beg the Divir
Physician to give us health «
soul and body. Amen.

If you would like to remember our
missionary work
in your will,
our legal title is:

Province of the Holy Name, Inc.

Dominican Mission Foundation
2506 Pine Street
P.O. Box 15367
San Francisco, California
94115-0367
USA

We are a 501(c)3
non-profit, tax-exempt organizatio
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We are grateful that we hay
been invited to speak on o
missionary work at the
following parishes. If you ar
in the area, please come o
and meet Fr. Martin Walsr
O.P. at the weekend Masses

St. Paul’'s Church

350 Melarkey Street
Winnemucca, Nevada
775-623-2928

Masses: Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am;

11:00 am Spanish; and 6:00 pi

Preaching: Fr Martin Walsh

St. John the Baptist Church
1045 Franklin Avenue
Lovelock, Nevada
775-273-2189

Masses: Saturday: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am;

11:15 am Spanish
Preaching: Fr Martin Walsh

Blessed Sacrament Church
5041 Ninth Avenue NE
Seattle, Washington
206-547-3020

Masses: Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am; 9:00 am;
10:30 am; 12 noon; 5:45 pm
Preaching: Fr Martin Walsh



